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BEREAN. 


HE uniform and ardent labour of all the 
infpired fervants of our blefled Mafter was, 
in the firft inftance, to exhibit the grace in which 
mankind ftood. Their firft addrefs to hearers 
was this,—which indeed is the foundation prin- 
ciple of Chrift’s religion,—-Te are not your own, 
but are bought with a price; therefore glorify God 
your Redeemer in your bodies and fpirits which are 
his. It"was the denial of this glorious truth, 
which Peter terms damnable herefy ; for if this 
prop be removed, the mind is immediately left in 
the mifery of uncertainty. The great enemy of 
our peace knows this right well, and therefore 
his aim is to blind the mind, and keep the pur- 
chafe of the Redeemer’s blood ignorant of their 
rightful owner. 

How often is this precious truth repeated in 
the fcriptures of Mofes and the prophets, previ- 
ous to any command or obedience arifing there- 
from, yea, while the people were in a moft a- 
bominable ftate of rebellion, “I AM THE 
LORD YOUR GOD,” &c. In faét, the pro- 
priety of all the commands, invitations, admo- 


nitions, and folemn warnings, recorded in the 


facred. volume, are founded on this truth. 
This. 
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This language may, with the utmoft truth, be 
addrefied to every human foul ftraying from 
God, as the endearing language of his parental 
voice—Return unto me, for I have redeemed thee. 
The perverting language of the fpirit of error 
which prevails, is this, “ Return unto the Lord 
that he may be your God”: but we have not 
fo learned Chrift. The poor, perifhing prodigal, 
mentioned in the fcriptures, when he came to 
himfelf, knew infinitely better. This cordial 
truth cannot be too clofely adhered to, nor too 
often exhibited. Seeing it is reprobated by pro- 
feffors of chriftianity of all denominations, they 
feem to be afraid it fhould be known, even admit- 
ting its truth. We need not greatly wonder then 
that deifm is tncreafed, when fuch horrid ideas 
are exhibited of the Deity ; for, to put’ the bef 
poffible colour we can upon it, the Divine Being 
is confined to the creature’s will, and changes as 
the mutable finner changes. [ff this be not a 
fact, why do we hear fuch declarations from 
teaching’ characters as. thefe,—‘* O finners, you 
have no intereft in God, he is your real and 
avowed enemy, and if you do not believe and 
repent, he will fhortly difpatch you out of time 
into an endlefs ftate of unutterable miiery ; and =} 
remember alfo, that faith is his gift, with every 
other grace, and you can do nothing.” Are not 
fuch declarations as thefe the caufe of infidelity ? 
Why are the facred feriptures ridiculed and fet | 
at nought as they are, but from a belief that | 
they are the devifed fables of men?—and we | 
think fuch a belief is encouraged from the | 
abovementioned. declarations. 
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We are aflured that no fountain can fend 
forth from the fame place fweet water and bit- 
ter. All acknowledge a firft caufe ; and that 
this producing caufe is the fountain from which 
all bleflings flow. Is it reafonable to fuppofe 
that any thing that poor, mortal man can do, 
whether good or bad, can change the nature of 
this fountain ? If we hate a certain character, 
and that charaé¢ter hate us in return, there is no 
exercife of love in this ; there is indeed in it, an 
eye for an eye, hate for hate ; and we are bold 
to afirm that no good was ever yet the effect of 
falfhood ; or, in other words, that God is the 
enemy of man, however degraded man’s char- 
acter. 

The fcriptures declare, that God is love ; and 
while we were his enemies, he manifefted it in 
the character of the Redeemer. For a geod 
man, fome would dare to yield up their breath, 
but not for rebels and traitors. Such love we 
never heard of among men; but Jefus, the 
friend of finners, offered himfelf a willing facri- 
fice for a guilty world. How then is he the en- 
emy of man? We anfwer, with unfpeakable 
fatisfaction, he is not, nor never was. 

The devil, in the character of the deceiver, is 
the enemy ;. he fowed the tares in our nature, 
and he it is that feeks the deftruGtiion of human 
kind, and is the principal caufe of the horrid 
epithets afcribed to the Divine Being. Unhappy 
indeed for mankind, that he is permitted to 
nave fuch refpectabie agents to maintain his 
kingdom, and aficrt his groundlefs right to “a? 
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righteoufnefs for all who were under it, they 
ought to be expelled from fociety ; they undo 
all our labours to fulfil the law, and make our 
obfervance of it nothing worth. They are bold 
to declare, that the Gentiles in their fullnefs fhalt 
be faved as well as we, by grace of the Lord 
Jefus, which they affirm is fufficient. Let us 
ufe all our influence to deftroy their teftimony. 
Here (fay they) is a criterion: Have any of our 
rulers believed on him 2 No, it is a doétrine and 
fect every where fpoken againft.”” 

However, the faithful fervants of the Lord 
have not been daunted by all the oppofition they 
have met with ; they know in whom they have 
believed, and are aflured they have Mofes and 
all the prophets bearing them witnefs ; for Peter, 
under the influence of divine truth, folemnly de- 
clares, that God fpake by all his holy prophets from 
the beginning of the world of the reftitution of all 
things by the Redeemer. — 

It is a faét, that we know not the real value 
of a good, but in the want thereof. Sin hath 
difordered the rational fyftem ; but if Almighty 
God bring about fuch a change, that none of his 
creatures, whom he made for the enjoyment of 
himfelf, fhall finally have occafion to regret their 
condition, furely his charaéer muft be greatly 
endeared in the refult of fuch a glorious revolu- 
tion: for binding up, healing, and making alive, 
is the laft work of the never-ceafing Fountain of 
Good. But we fay, that if the horrid and foul- 
chilling doctrine of endlefs mifery be true, which 
many afm is confiftent with the glory of the 

Deity, 
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of God’s offspring. Says one of the children of 
light,—we have feen and do teftify that the Father 
fent the Son to be the faviour of ‘tbe world. Say 
the taught of the adverfary, under his influence, 
“Yt is falfe ; for God has no affectionate love for 
any of. the world, till they have for him.” 

Now, if the Supreme Jehovah be infiuenced 
by any fecond confideration, he is effectually 
brought down to the level of the miferable fin- 
ner ; he then is a God in our own likenefs,, fub- 
ject to changes and paffions, and, in fhort, no 
worthy object of adoration or truft. 

The grand plea of deifts is, that the Divine 
Being is better than he is reprefented in {crip- 
ture ; or, as they ought to fay, better than mif- 
taken advocates reprefent him ; and never will 
the credit of the fcriptures be eftablifhed, till 
better advocates appear to vindicate them, by 
afirnéns they are not a teftimony of yea and 
nay. 

‘The miferable management of the fienificant 
parable of the tarts and wheat is alone a fuffi- 

cient fpecimen that the vail is on their hearts. 
What extreme caution was taken in the apof- 
tolic age, by rulers and priefts, to prevent the [ 
preaching ot Jefus as the rifen Saviour ! They ! 
were enflamed with weal for the tradition of the | 
fathers.» Say they, *“* we know that God fpake 
to Mofes; but as for thefe preachers, who de- 
clare that one Jefus, whom we are convinced is 
mighty in word and deed before God and all 
the peopte, hath redeemed us from the curfe 
of the law, and is become the end of it for 


righteoufnels 
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God cannot be a fovereign without fome of his 
creatures are eternally miferable. Here, alfo, we 
are right glad in knowing that the idea has no 
foundation, either in reafon or revelation. The 
Supreme can be, and is a Sovereign, and does his 
fovereign pleafure without control. But, fince he 
has condeicended to let us know what his will and 
pleafure is, concerning his creatures ultimately, 
let us not, for goodnefs’ fake, attach cruelty to 
the clorious character of the Sovereign Lord of 
all. His fovereignty is difplayed in withholding 
the light from fhining to fome, while he is pleaf- 
ed to give the knowiedge of himfelf to others ; 


and ota in making an eternal diltin@ion among 
his creatures. 


We cannot forbear to notice another declara- 
tion, the import of which is not underftood by 
thofe that make it, although declared for the 
moft part by teachers—who, of ali characters, 
ought to be rightly informed, becaufe fo much 
depends on their initrudiion. ‘The particular is 
this: “ A God all mercy, is a God unjuft.” 
This, indeed, 1s horrid beyond expreffion, and 
cannot be fupported by thofe that make the de- 
elaration. We fervently declare that the very 
reverie is true; that a God ail mercy, isa God 
all juft. ‘Lhe icriptures are abundant in the fup- 
port of but one God, and that God is the juft 
God and the Saviour. Here we confide; and 
fhouid the voices be ten thoufand to one, who 
declared to the contrary, we fhould efteem their 

united breath ighter than vanity. 


How often is it declared with fervour that, 
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Deity, then indeed diforder, rebellion, and war, 
is coeval with the exiftence of Jehovah. We 
declare, that the nature of Deity, his glorious 


perfections in his plan of infinite wifdom, pre- 


cludes the poflibility of that gloomy doctrine be- 
ing true, In fact, we know and are aflured it is 
not true: for there muft exift fubftantial grounds 
for the truth of any propofition. ‘The idea, that 
Jehovah’s glory demands the exiftence of endlefs 
mifery, is blafphemous and. God-difhonouring ‘in. 
the higheit point of view. 

The glory of any being confifts in the good- 
nefs they pofiefs. If God was not as good as 
he is great, he really would. be a fource of un- 
fpeakable terror to all: but he is as good as he 
is great, therefore he really is an object of fu- 
preme adoration and truft. We hear it often 
declared, that God from eternity had his own 
glory folely in view as his firft and primary ob- 
ject, feparate from the good of any of his crea- 
tures : but we are right happy in knowing, that 
the declaration is not true; the idea is weak 
and bafe, and hath been forged by the father of 
lies. It is, in fact, attempting to feparate what 
from eternity was joined together. We repeat, 
and would to God the declaration reached the 
extremity of the habitable globe, that the glory 
of God, and the eternal good of his creatures 
univerfally, are infeparable—let none dare to put 
them afunder. 

Another vile and horrid idea, that hath been 
broached in the breafts of many who have been 
deceived by the deceiver of the nations, is, that 


God 


ag 
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ere long, God will afcend his throne of juitice 
and deftroy finners ; clearly giving ground to 
believe, that the throne of mercy is an unjuft 
throne ; that heaven’s attributes are at vari- 
ance ; that one perfection of Deity wounds an-. 
other ; and that before any can be faved, they 
muit be brought to fee that it would be juft in 
God to damn them forever : So that falvation is 
built upon the annihilation of juftice. What a 
mercy it is, that the High Prieit of our profef- 
fion does have compajiion on the ignorant, and 
thofe that are out of the way ! How often do. 
poor, deceived mortals petition thus, ‘* That God 
would not lay juftice to the line, nor righteouf- 
nefs to the plummet ;”’ although our eternal well- 
peing cepends intirely on the harmony of the di- 
vine perfections. The Supreme Being is one ;. 
he is not divided ; if he was, his kingdom would 
refemble that of the adverfary, which muft come 
to nought. ‘The divine plan, from eternity, was. 
to fave human nature from the death they were 
involved in, and that too in the glorious method 
brought to view in the gofpel, in which mercy 
and juftice have embraced each other. ‘This glo-. 
rious plan of Grace precedes every other plan.— 
What though the plan of fin and fatan fhould be. 
laid as deep as hell ? they cannot in the leaft fruf- 
trate the purpofe of Almighty Grace. ‘The di- 
vine plan makes it utterly impoflible for any 
other plan, or combination of plans, in oppofition 
thereto, to fucceed. ‘Talk of the power of fin. 
and fatan, wicked men, and devils :—-what are 
they, when put in. competition with the eternal 
purpofe 
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Jefus and the power of his refurre¢tion contin- 
ually. Here he will fee and be delighted with a 
theme, which furpaffes every other: A theme 
which embraces every idea honorary to the Su- 
preme, and beneficent to fallen, miterable man. 
The believer in God can warrantably declare, 
that it would not be juft in Him to damn any of 
our race ; yea, that it would be the utter defac- 
ing of his throne thus to do ; yea, further, that 
he can as foon ceafe to be what he is, as to def- 
troy any of our race forever.— Why fo ? fays one. 
We cheerfully anfwer : his divine fyftem, in infi- 
nite wifdom laid, utterly precludes the poflibility 
of any doétrine being true which is in direct 
oppofition to the divine purpofe, purpofed in the 
sternal Mind before the world began, which 
was, to fave the loit. 

Bleffed forever be the name of Him whom 
we adore, for enabling us to renounce a doétrine, 
of all other doétrines, calculated to difhonour 
the name of Jefus, by attaching eternal difgrace 
thereto. If he be the Supreme, let us, for his 
great name’s fake, be jealous for his honour, and 
affert without fear that he will effe& the purpofe 
of his death and refurrection, in emancipating 
every-fon and daughter of the fallen race from 
the cruel chains in which they are held, and 


bring them into the pofleffion of the happinefs 


they were made for. 

Surely all vifible creation, with the united 
voice of a benign Providence, preaches aloud the 
_ nature and properties of the Fountain of all 
Good. 
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Good. We have been abominably deceived as 
_to the endearing relation we fiand in to God 
hitherto. ‘The fact is, he is our Father, Saviour, 
and:Almighty Friend, whether we know it or not, 
and hath loved us with an everlafting affection. 
For if there be any who are not the property 
and intereft of Jefus Chrift, we boldly affirm that 
they have nothing to hope nor fear from him, 
nor are they accountable to him for their con- 
duct. The propriety of correction and adminif- 
tering of punifhment is intirely founded on rela- 
tion: For what right has any man to correé& 
another man’s child ; or what authority has the 
king of Great-Britain to impofe laws on us! 
None at all. If any potentate fhould ever offer 
the infuit, their impofitions would be rejeéted 
with the higheft difdain. Therefore, we fee 
clearly that an effectual door is opened for vice, 
which our brethren are not aware of, in the 
propagation of fuch falfe and God-difhonouring 
ideas for religion. 

Let us then, in future, be careful to examine 
witnefles who affirm they are minifters of Jefus 
and advocates for histeftimony. Do they not fol- 
emnly declare, that falvation is all of free grace, 
and in the fame breath aflirm that if we neglect 
to do our part, in order to be faved, we fhall be 
damned forever ? or, in other words, that 2 
great work is to be performed by us, and a fhort 
time to do it in, and we can do nothing? Now, 
has this teitimony the ftamp of yea and amen 
upon it? No, it has not: it is a contradictory 
teftimony, which deferves no notice at all. 
The 
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The doétrine of the gofpel is effectually calcu- 
lated to put to filence the ignorance of fooliflt 
men. It exhibits the beft of mankind upon a 
level with the vileft of the vile. It indeed clafh- 
es with the pride of our nature, in its pharifaical 
ftate. It was the cry of the devout and religious 
in the apoftolic age,—‘* What! mutt thefe curfed 
jinners of the Gentiles fare as well as we, who 
have paid a minute attention tothe divine law, 
and muft we toil all the day for nothing ? Surely, 
no; God will make an eternal diftinction ; we 
fhall not rank with finners.”” So thought Saul 
of Tarfus ; but the fword of the Divine Spirit re- 
duced him, as it will every other {pirit that 
arifeth in oppofition to God’s thoughts. That 
exalting Spirit fhall not always fit in God’s tem. 
ple. God will ere long fhine into every heart, 
and then that wicked fhall be revealed and de. 
itroyed by the breath of his mouth, and bright- 
nefs of his appearing. ‘The glorious period will — 
come, for the mouth of Jehovah hath fpoken it, 
when every mountain Jball be brought low, and every 
valiey raifed to a level, and the crooked be made 
Straight, and the rough places plain, and the glory 
of the Lord be revealed and all flefh fee it together. 
He that believeth /hail not make hafte. | 

The promulgator of Jefus will reft in the di- 
vine promife, which is as firm as the pillars of 
the omnipotent throne. And though he fhould 
be forfaken by all, and reckoned the offscouring 
of all things, and a peit to the world ; yet, asa 
good foldier of his Divine Mafter, he will not 
count his life dear, compared with finifhing his 
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courfe with joy: that is, exhibiting, without 
corrupting for the fake of pleafing any, the gof- 
el in its moft fimple form, that it may appear 
o all a fyftem worthy of the Being he affirms is 
is author, brightening with the fong of angels, 
slory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, 
rood will toward men ; and though he fees not 
1 brought into cordial fubjection to his bleffed 
after, yet he will not make that hafte which 

any do, who folemnly declare they never will. 

The believer in Jefus knows that it is as much 
the work of his Mafter to reconcile the mind 
and bring it into cordial fubjection, as it was for 
him to make peace by the blood of his crofs : it 
is caufe and effect. The whole is one glorious 
confiftent plan of Grace ; therefore, every crea- 
ture in heaven, on earth, under the earth, and in 
the fea, fhall fhout forth the praifes of their Al- 
mighty Saviour, ever finging,—Thou art worthy 
to receive our adorations, for Thou haft obtained the 
victory for us over the ftrong enemy, and caft him 


out of thy temple forever, which temple are we. 
So be it, Lord. 


“ Lord! pity outcafts, vile and bafe, 

The poor dependants on thy grace, 
Whom men difturbers call : 

By finners and by faints withf{tood, 

For thefe too bad, for thofe too good, 
Condemn’d or fhunn’d by all. 


Though faithful Abr’am us rejeé, 
And though his ranfom’d race eled 
Agree to give us up,— 
Thou art our Father—and thy Name 
From everlafting is the fame ; 
On this we build our hope.” 


. 
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REMARKS UPON SEVERAL PASSAGES OF SCRIP= 
TURE, BY ANOTHER MEMBER. 


IN the 16th chapter of Matthew, at the 26th 
verfe, we read—* For what is a man profited, if 
he Jhall gain the whole world and life his gun foul ? 
or what hall a man give in exchange for his foul 2” 

In order to underftand any pailage of fcrip- 
ture, we conceive it is neceflary to attend care- 
fully to the time when, and the occafion on 
which, it was fpoken: for certain expreflions 
may be ufed at one time with propriety, which 
would be very improper at another. For exam- 
ple ; fuppofe one perfon to be indebted to an- 
other in a certain fum, and the creditor fays to 
the debtor, pay what thou oweft me; and fup- 
pofe he pays the demand, there is then no pro- 
priety in his faying, pay what thou oweft me. . 

But, in order to apply the fimilitude, juft ufed, 
to our prefent purpofe, it will be neceflary to in- 
quire into the character of him who fpeaks, and. 
thofe who are fpoken to, in the paflage we have 
introduced, as they are revealed to us in the 
{criptures. 
_ And firft ;—who is it that fpeaks in this paf- 
faze? It is nolefs than the infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable God, manifeft in the flefh. But 
his being manifeft in the fiefh naturally leads us 
to inquire what he was manifefted for ?—and 
this will lead us to the next inquiry, which is, 
what is the character of thofe who are fpoken 


to? 


‘ 


to? And in order to find out this, it will be 
neceflary for us to go back to the firft creation 
of man. 

We are intorricd by the factéd {criptures, that 
God created man in his own image ; and confe- 
quently he muft have been pure and holy. But 
St. Paul informs us, “ he was made fubsed to van- 
ity,” Rom. viii.. 20 :—And although his Maker 
gave him a ftri@ charge, faying, OF ihe tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil thou foalt not eat ; yet, 
as Job faith, vain man would be wife. But what 
was the wifdom he gained by tranfgrefiion 
it was the know ledge of evil, or fin, the wagés 
of which is death ; ‘end thus by one man fin enter- 
ed into the world, ‘Ghd death by fin, and fo death 
hath paffed upon ail men, for that all have finned. 

Thus we have found the -charaéter of thofe 
who are fpoken to, that is that of tranfgreff- 
ors, and that the infimite Jehovah ‘was pleafed ta 
manifeft himfelf in our nature to redeem us 
from that death which was the juft wages of our 
fins. But in order that he might redeem us 
from death, it was neceflary that he fhould fuffer 
that death himfelf, otherwife every man muft 
have fuffered it to all eternity. And as the time 
appointed for his fuflering was nigh at hand, he 
informed his difciples that he muit co to Jerufa- 
lem to fuffer; but Peter, one of his moft zealous 
difciples, began to rebuke him, and {faid, ‘ Be it 
far from thee, Lord, this fhall Hot be unto thee.” 
By which it appears, that Peter did not under- 
ftand the nature of that redemption which the 
Saviour came to effect, namely, that of the foul. 

And 
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And it is very probable that when the Saviour 
told his twelve difciples, that they fhould fit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of If- 
rael, that they expected he was about to reitore 
the kingdom to Ifrael, temporally, and reign as 
a temporal monarch upon the throne of his 
father David. For when two of them were go- 
ing to Emmaus, and Jefus drew near, and went 
with them, their converfation manifefted, that 
they were difappointed ; for they faid, we truft- 
ed that it had been he that fhould have redeem- 
ed Ifrael; not knowing that he had already re- 
deemed not only Ifrael, or the Jews, but the 
gentiles alfo, by the bleod of his crofs. And 
even after he had made himielf known unto 
them, after his refurrection, when he was about 
to afcend to his Father and their Father, they afk- 
ed him, if he would then reftore the kingdom to 
Ifrael 

The Saviour, knowing thefe to be their 
thoughts, afked them the queftions contained 
in the paflage we are confidering, namely, 
‘< What is a man profited if he fhall gain the 
whole worid, and iofe his own foul?’ &c. As if 
he had faid to them, you expected I was about 
to reftore the kingdom of Ifrael to its former 
{tate, andl reign as a temporal king, and place 
you in fome high itation in my kingdom ; now 
fuppofe I ihould gratify your expeCiations, and 
raife you to the higheit ftation in my kingdom, 
under me; nay more, fuppofe you could be 
raifed to have the dominion of the whole world, 
and I fubmit to your government, what would 
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you be profited by that, if I go not to Jerufalem 
to fuffer for your fins? For you muft remem- 
ber, you are tranfgreflors of that law which 
faith, * the foul that finneth it fhall die; one jot 
or one tittle of which cannot pafs away, till all 
is fulfilled’ ; therefore, without fhedding my 
blood, there is no remiflion for your fins. Now 
what can you give in exchange for your foul? 
Have you any thing that you expect will be ac- 
cepted inftead of your foul? 

Now, as all mankind are tranfgreflors of the 
divine law, and have thereby forfeited their life, 
this law faith to every man, pay what thou ow- 
eft; but Jefus Chriftin infinite mercy conde- 
{cended to aflume our nature, and become the 
head of every man, and in that character tafted 
death for every man, thereby faving them from 
fuffering that death eternally :—therefore, the 
law cannot now fay to the tranfgreflor, pay what 
thou oweit me, with any propriety, for it hath 
received its full demand. 

Thus it appears, that if all the powers of earth 
and hell united could have prevented the Sav- 
iour from going to Jerufalem to fufler for our 
fins, then pofibly, nay certainly, every human 
foul muft have been loft to all eternity. But, 
lefled be our God, they could not; therefore, 
it is not now in the power of all on earth, or in 
hell, to deftroy even one foul; neither is it in 
the power of any human being to deltroy his 
own foul, for we are not our own, but are 
bought with a price—with no leis a price than 
the precious blood of the Lamb of God, which 

taketh 
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taketh away the fin of the world. And though 
we had all ruined ourfelves by fin, yet we are 
now, through the mercy of our God, faved in 
the Lord with an everlafting falvation. 

We conceive that thofe, who are now contin- 
ually warning mankind of the danger ‘of Jofing 
their fouls, are not aware that they are trampling 
under foot the blood of the Saviour: for we 
conceive that if one foul could be eternally loft, 
then fo much of the Saviour’s blood was fhed in 
vain,—for St. Paul fays, he tafted death for every 
man. But it was not fhed in vain ; for the re- 
demption of their foul,is precious, and it ceafeth for- 
ever, Pfalm xlix. 8,—that is, it ceafeth to be of- 
fered ; having been once offered, it hath perfected 
forever them that are fanciified. 

But who are fanctified by this one offering ? 
St. Paul fhall aniwer this queftion ; and he fays, 
in his epiftle to the Hebrews, chap. x. ver. 10, 
By the which will, we are fanctified through the of- 
fering of the body of “fefus Chrift. once for all.— 
And in the 13th chapter, 12th verfe, he fays, 
Wherefore ‘fefus alje, that he might fanctify the people 
with his own blood, fuffered without the gate. By 
which it appears, that as many as he fhed his 
blood for, were fanctified thereby ; and he tafted 
death for every man ; therefore every man is per- 
fected through the fufferings of Chriit. For it 
became him for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to 
make the Captain of their falvation perfect through 
Jigferings. For both be that fanctifeth, and they 
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who are fanctified, are all of One, for which caufe he 
is not afbamed to call them brethren. Heb. ii. 10, 11. 

But though God beholds every man perfect in 
Chrift, in confequence of his perfect obedience 
to his holy law, yet every man doth not behold 
himfelf in this character, becaufe the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of many of the 
children of men, fo. that the light of the glori- 
ous gofpel cannot fhine unto them. But we, 
fays the apoftle, {peaking of thofe unto whom 
the gofpel had fhined, we all with open face be- 


holding as in a glafs the glory of the Lord, are 


changed into the fame image from glory to glory even 
as. by the fpirit of the Lord. ‘the gofpel is the 
glafs in which we behold the glory of the Lord 
in the face of Jefus Chrift,—wom, fays the apof- 
tle, we preach, warning every man, and teaching 
every man, in all wifdom, that we may prefent every 
man perfect in Chri DF i. e. as when we look in 
a glafs, it prefents us to ourfelves as plain as we 
appear to each other ; fo, when we look into the 
gofpel of Chrift, we are there prefented unto 
ourielves perfect in him. ‘This is the gofpel of 
the grace of God. The gofpel of grace and 
works connected, which. indeed is the gofpel of 
antichrift, like a magnifying ¢ olafs is calculated to 
fwell the felf- righteous vharifee i in his own con- 
ceit, and make him appear to himfelf much bet- 
ter than he appears to others, and better than he 
really is ;—-but antichriit fhall be deftroyed by 
the brightneds of the coming of the true Chrit. 


THE 
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THE next paflace we fhall attend to, is that 
found: in the fecond Epiftle of Paul to the Thef- 
falonians, 1{t chapter, 7th, 8th, and oth verfes : 
And to you who are troubled reft with us, when the 
Lord “fefus fhall be revealed from heaven, with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey «ot the gofpel 
of our Lord Fefus Chrift ; who foall be punifhed 
with everlafting deftruction from the prefence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of bis power. 

As there are two characters of mankind {pok- 
en of in this paflage of fcripture, it will be ne- 
ceflary to inquire, in the firft place, how this 
diftinction of character came ? 

-- Secondly, to attend to the character of him 
who fhall be revealed from heaven in flaming 
fire. 

Thirdly, to make fome remarks on the fi igre 
urative expreflions, flaming frre. 

Fourthly, to inquire what the vengeance is, 
which he, when revealed, fhall take, (or yield, as 
it is in the margin of our bible.) 

' And firft,—how -came - the. diftinétion ‘here 
manifefted ? The prophet I[faiah, in his 53d 
chapter and 6th verfe, fays, A// we like fheep have 
gone ajtray ; we have turned every one to his own 
way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all ;—and as our iniquities had feparated be- 
tween us and our God, and our fins had hid his 
face from us, Jefus Chrif, the great High-Prieft 
of our profeflion, appeared once in the end of 
the world to put away the fin thereof by the 
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facrifice of himfelf. Thus God was in Chrift re- 
conciling the world unto him/felf, not imputing their 
trefpafjes unto them ;—and when he had finifhed 
tranfgreflion, and made an end of fin, he brought 
in everlafting righteoufnefs. Now comes the 
diftinction hi uls righteoufnefs of God, which 
is by faith of Jefus Chrift unto all, is upon them 
that believe only. But what do thofe believe, on 
whom this righteoufnefs is found? Undoubt- 
edly it is the gofpel. But what is the gofpel ? 
The apoftle Paul has anfwered this queftion, in 
his firit Epiftle to the Corinthians, chap. xv. 3, 
in the following manner: for I delivered untae 
you, firjt of all that which I alfo received, how that 
Chrift died for our Jins according to the Scriptures ; F 
he that believeth this gofpel fhall be faved, but 
he that believeth not fhall be damned. 

But what fha!l the believer be faved from, by 
believing '—from death, the wages of his fin? 
Surely, no ; for Chrift hath faved him from that, 
by fuffering in his place. What then is he 
faved irom, by believing ? 

In the firft place, he is faved from labouring 
in vain to eftablifh a righteoufnels of his own, 
which, at belt, is but filthy rags ; for he that 
believeth entereth into reft, and ceafeth from his own 
works as God did from his.—Secondly, he is faved 
from the fear of death, which hath torment.— 
Thirdly, he is faved from fhame ; for he that 
believeth fhall never be afhamed.—And, fourth- 
ly, he is faved from condemnation ; for he that 
believeth fhall not come into condemnatiom: again, 
ther eis now no condemnation to them that are in Chrift 
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Fefus, who walk not after ihe flefh, but after . the 
jpirit. 


The next thing we are to attend: to, is the 
character of him, who fhall be révealed from 
heaven in flaming fire: And we are told it is 
the Lord Jefus. What is his charaéter ?. His 
name alone is fuflicient for us,—it implies fal- 
vation ; for the angel which appeared unto Jo- 
feph, faid, Thou fhalt call his name Fefus, for be 
foall. fave his people from their fins. ~ But, fays 
one, the paflage you are attending to, declares; 
he fhall be revealed in flaming fire ; how fhall 
we underftand thefe words? This will bring 
us to the third inquiry ; which is, what we 
fhall underftand by the figurative expreflions, 
flaming fire 

In the firft place, what is fire? Fire is an 
element, unchangeable in its nature and opera- 
tions ; but though its operations are the fame 
continually, yet the efiect of its operations is 
different on different materials ; fome it purifies, 
and fome it deltroys. ‘The fcriptures inform 
us, “ our God is a confuming fire’; not, as fome 
exprefs it, God out of Chriit is a confuming 
fire, but God in Chrift. We know of no God 
out of Chrift. Our God in Chrift, therefore, 
is a confuming fire; and “ this God is the God 
we adore.” 

But nothing that is not pure can abide in his 
prefence. When man was firft made, he was 
pure, for he was made in the image of God ; 
then he could be happy no where but in his 
prefence :—but when he had defiled himfelf by 
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fin, the vety voice. of the fame Being, which 
formerly yielded infinite pleafure, though in the 
cool of ‘thé day, which, perhaps, was intended 
to manifeft himfelfa God of mercy, yet his ap- 
proach: yielded vengeance, or punifhment, on 
him, arifing froma coniciouinels of guilt,—tor 
it is: the pure in heart only that can fee God, 

and. be 
But, we are told, all fle/b have their 
way, —who then can dwell in his prefence ? 
The fcriptures inform us, he is a refiner’s fire ; 
therefore, as when any metal is defiled with 
ruft or drofs, the refiner cafteth it into his fire, 
in order to purify the metal and deftroy the 
drofs ; fo, as all fiefh had corrupted themfelves 
by fin, God, in iniinite mercy, was pleafed- to 
manifett himfelf in the fiefh, to defiroy the 
works of the devil, which is fin ;—and as the 
element, fire, when ufed by the refiner, purifies 
the metal and deftroys the drofs,—fo he, when 
he had by himfelf purged our fins, deftroyed 
death and him that had the power thereof, that 
is, the devil,—and his fan is yet in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his flour, the hu- 
man nature, from ail filthineis of fiefh and {pi 
rit. 50 
Our next inguiry is, what the vengeance. is, 
which he, when revealed, fhall take (or yield) ? 
The apoltle fays, They fhall be punifhed with ever- 
lafting deftruction from the prefence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power. But, let us ob- 
ferve, that as the element, fire, is the fame con- 
tinually, and its operations the fame on the 
{ame 
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{ame matter, and that as the different operations 
of this element depend on the different qualities 
on which it operates, and not on any change in 
its nature, fo the different operations of the 
prefence of our God (in Chrift) who isa con- 
fuming fire, upon the mind, or foul, depend on 
the different {tates of the mind, and not on any 
change in him ; for he ts of one mind, and none 
can change him. And the apoftle Paul, {peaking 
of God in Chrift, fays, Fefus Chrijt, the fame 
yefterday, and to-day, and forever, Heb. chap. xiit. 
8th verfe ; and in 1ft Corinthians. chap. iii. 
ri—16, he fays : other foundation can no man 
lay, than that is laid, which is “fefus Chrift. Now 
if any man build upon this foundation, gold, filver, 
precious ftones, wood, hay, ftubble: every man’s work 
fball be made manifeft: For the day fhall declare it, 
becaufe it fhall be revealed by fire ; and the fire 
fhall try every man’s work, of what fort itis. Tf 
any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, 
he fhall receive a reward. If any man’s work 
foall be burned, he fhall fuffer lofs, but he himfelf 


fhall be faved ; yet fo as by fire. Now he that 
believeth on the Son of God _ hath built 


with gold,—For this is the work of God that ye 
believe on him whom he hath fent. ‘Therefore, his 
works will abide ; for St. Peter tells us, that 
Faith is much more precious than gold that perifb- 
eth, though it be tried with frre. 

But they that go about to eftablifh a righteouf- 
nefs of their own, in anyway, either in part or 
whole, will find, when the Lord Jefus thall be 
revealed, that all their righteoufnels is but filthy 
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rags; and that they have not obeyed the gofpel 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which faith, Put ye on 
the Lord ‘fefus Chrift, Romans xiii. 14: There- 
fore they will be punifhed with everlafting de- 
itruction. But what is deftruction ? It is death 
eternal. But what is death? Extinction of life. 

But, as we obferved before, the diftinétion of 
characters confilts in believers and unbelievers of 
the gofpel; the believers having obeyed the gof- 
pel by putting on the Lord Jefus Chriit, and the 
unbelievers remaining difobedient and rebellious, 
becaufe they know not God, and confequently. 
obey not the gofpel. But Saint Paul informs us, 
he was before a blafphemer ; but, fays he, J od- 
tained mercy, becaufe I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 
But how was this mercy manifefted? He informs 
us, that while he was in the character of Saul, 
the felf-righteous, perfecuting pharilfee, and was 
going to Damafcus to bring bound to Jerufalem 
all that called on the name of Jefus Chriit, this 
fame Jefus was revealed from heaven in flaming 
fire unto him. And what was the confequence ? 
His appearance yielded vengeance on him, and 
his works were tried by fire, and would not 
abide ; the confequence was, he fuflered lofs.— 
What was the lofs he fuffered ? He fuffered the 
lofs of all his labours to eftablifh a righteoufneds 
of his own: For, fays he, doubtle/s I count all 
things but dung, for the excellency of Fefus Chrift 
my Lord. 

But this was not all he loft. For he fays: J 
was alive without the law once, but when the com- 
mandment came, fin revived and I died. ‘Thus re 
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fee he was punifhed with everlafting deftruction ; 
or, as the word fignifies, eternal death. But 
who was it that thus fuffered ? Saul of Tarfus, 
the felf-righteous pharifee, the perfecuting, igno- 
rant, unbelieving blafphemer, (for all thefe char- 
acters he hath taken to himfelf ) ; and when he 
was thus deftroyed, he, ike the vetlel that was 
marred in the hand of the potter, was put on the 
wheel and made over again, a noble veflel, and 
chofen to bear the name of Jefus, whom he per- 
fecuted, before the Gentiles ;—fo, likewife, is 
every believer in Jefus Chrift flain by the bright- 
nefs of hisappearing. ‘Thefe, indeed, are troubled 
by thofe who do not believe ; but they have refit 
in believing, for they that believe enter. into reft, 
and if they hold fait the profetiion of their faith 
firm unto the end, (/aving purified their fouls, in 
obeying the truth, iit Pet. 1. 22. and their heart by 
by faith, Acts xv. 9) they will, like Shadrach, 
Mefhach, and Abednego, be preferved unhurt in 
that fiaming fire, which, when revealed from 
heaven, will yield vengeance on them that know. 
not God, and obey not the gofpel, who will call 
on the rocks and mountains to fail upon them. 
and hide them from the face of him that fitteth 
upon the throne, and from the wrath (or ven-. 
geance) of the Lamb :—but in vain ;—for he. 
will fay, Pring hither thofe mine enemies that 
will not that I fhould reign over them, and flay 
them before my face ; for out of his mouth pro- 
ceedeth a fword, with which he will fmite the. 
nations,—for by fire, and by his fword, will the 
Lord plead with all flefh, and the flain of the. 
Lord fhall be many. Maiah Ixvi. 16. 
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But how many fhall be thus flain? As many 
as are not willing that he fhould reign over 
them ; for he mutt reign till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his fect ; For by myfelf, faith God, 
have I fworn, that unto: me every knee fhall bows 
and every tongue confefs Jetus Chrift to be Lord ; 
And this is life eternal, to know God, and Yofus 
Chrift, whom he hath fent. 

Thus we find, that every carnal, ignorant, re- 
bellious mind will finally be flain by the bright- 
nefs of the coming of the Lord Jefus Chriit.— 
But blefied be his name, who faith, J fil/, and I 
make alive again. We are told the letter killeth, 
but the fprrit giveth lite; and St. Paul faith, 
When the commandment came, (which is the letter 
that killeth) fin revived, and I died. But life and 
immortality are brought to light by the gofpel. 
He that believeth and obeyeth this gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, hath everlaiting life. But the 
Saviour faid, No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath fent me draw him. It is writ- 
ten in the prophets, faid he, and they shall be: ail 
taught of God; every man, therefore, that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me. But he that cometh unto God, muit believe 
that He is, and that he is the rewarder of ail 
them that diligently feek him. And let us re- 
member, that he that knoweth his Mafter’s will, 
and doeth it not, fhall be beaten with many 
firipes ;_ while he, that knoweth it not, fhall be 
beaten with few. 

But who is our Mafter '—and what is his 
will ? Ye call 7 me Lord and Majter, {aid the Sa- 
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viour, and ye fay right ; folam. What then is 
his will? That we fhould do unto all men as 
we would that they fhould do unto us ;_ and if 
we have enemies, that are hungry, or thirfty, or 
naked, that we feed and clothe them; that we 
blefs them that curfe us; do good to them that 
defpitefully ufe us and perfecute us; that we 
avenge not ourfelves one of another, but re- 
member him that hath faid, Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay ; and that we do juitly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with our God. And in keep- 
ing (not for keeping) thefe commandments we 
fhall iind great reward. | 

Thus teaches the grace of God, which bring- 
eth unto all men falvation, when it appeareth. 


THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS ARE BY AN- 
OTHER MEMBER. 


IN the gofpel by St. John, chap. x. at the 11th 
verfe, are thefe words: Iam the good Shepherd. 


Our bleiled Saviour in this verfe appears to be 
giving a defcription of his real character, in the 
very fignificant figure of a Shepherd. It is evi- 
dently his defign in the whole of this chapter, to 
draw the attention of his followers to himfelf, as 
being a fhepherd in reality; not to one of the 
good fhepherds, but to the on/y good Shepherd, 
and Bifhop of fouls. Other fhepherds are fpoken 
of as hirelings, whofe own the Jheep are not, wha 
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fice away at the approach of the enemy, becaufe they 
care not for the fheep. But, our Saviour is here 


{peaking of himfelf, as aéting worthy of the char- 
acter, in which he has been pleafed to. manifeft 
himfelf. He reprefents himfelf as the Seeker and 
Saviour of the fheep; and not, according to the 
inconfiftent, unnatural notions of mankind, who 
affert that the fheep are the feekers of the Shep- 
herd. If our Saviour has reprefented himfelf as 
a Shepherd, we ought to confider the duty and 
condud of fuch a character, and apply it {piritu- 
ally to him. Although it is evident that no per- 
fon of common underttanding can be ignorant of 
the duty of a Shepherd, its fpiritual application 
has been, through the corrupt notions and tradi- 
tions of mankind, directly reverfed. 

In proceeding with the fubject, we fhall, in the 
firf{t place, endeavour to fhew why our Saviour 
is called the good Shepherd. Secondly, fhall 
prove from the facred ‘ert iptures that mankind, 
in every age, have been taught by fhepherds of a 
very different character. And, laitly, conclude 
with afew obfervations which the fubyect will 
naturally tuggelt. 

And, firft: our Saviour is very properly call- 
ed the good Shepherd, becavfe he is the watchful 
Owner, the kind and ‘compafhonate Seeker and 
Saviour of the fheep, who will not fuffer them to 
be loft; for he has gracioufly aflured us, that 
All, which the Father bas given unto him, foall 
come unto him ; and whafoewer cometh unto him, he 

in no wife cafe them out. And how many 
are thus given to the Saviour? A ‘fatis oe 
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anfwer may be given to this queftion, in St. 
John, chap. iii. and 35th verfe: The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all thefe things into his hand. 
And again in Heb. chap. i. and 2d verfe : He is 
appointed heir of ail things. But, for the fake of 
brevity, we muft pafs over many portions of 
{cripture which abundantly prove this truth, from 
which there can be no appeal: From all of 
which, however, it is evident, that all mankind 
are given to the Saviour ;—and that all, thus 
given, fhall, in his own good time, come unto 
him, and fhall not be caft out. What a beautiful 
chain of reafoning is here exhibited in the facred 
fcriptures! and nothing can appear more ftrik- 
ingly confiftent, when we confider that our Sa- 
viour aflumed the human nature, and in the 
character of every man’s head, put away the fin 
of the world by the facrifice of himfeif ; tafting 
death for every man. In this point of view, our 
Saviour, the Saviour of all men, appears indeed 
as the good Shepherd, as our elder Brother, as 
our Father, our Friend, the Friend of the other- 
wife friendlefs, the Friend of finners, as our Huf- 
band, our Redeemer—the Conqueror of death, and 
of him who had its power—our life,.our hope, our 
all—who is above all, and in all—the fir/-born 
of every creature, the image of the invifible God. 
Hence it is evident that all mankind are as 
much the faved of the Lord in the fecond Adam, 
as they were the loft in the firft. Hence the Sav- 
iour is faid to-be united to all mankind,.as the 
huiband is united to the wife. Thy Maker is thy 


Hufband, the Lord of hofts is bis name, the God 
of 
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of the whole earth fhail he be called. And this 
connexion is fpoken of, as fubfifting between 
them efore mankind had any knowledge of it ; 
and the language made ufe of in the facred 
volume is, Return unto me, ye back/liding children, 
for I have redeemed you. Return unto me, for I 
am married unto you. Though thou haft played 
the harlot with many lovers, yet return unto me, for 
I am married unto you. 

Alas! how different is this language from 
that made ufe of throughout the chriftian world. 
We are fometimes confidered as heretics, for re- 
prefenting our Saviour as united to mankind in 
their loft and ruined ftate. The language of 
mankind has always been directly contrary to 
the word of God. ‘The world, by wifdom, know 
not God. The moft common way of calling 
upon mankind is,—Return unto him, and he 
will redeem you ;_ return unto him, and he will 
be married unto you, &c. ‘There is, however, 
no propriety in this way of calling unto man- 
kind ; for if the redemption is not antecedent 
to our faith, this call is moft certainly without 
foundation ; and our hope mutt be like that of 
the hypocrite. But, as our Saviour has taken 
away the fin of the world by the facrifice of 
himfelf, there is the greateft propriety in calling 
upon mankind to return unto him, becaufe he has 
redeemed them. Our Saviour urges this as a 
reafon why they fhould return ; as they could 
not, unlefs they were redeemed,—for by the deeds 


of the law no flefh living could be suftified 
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Thus we fee, that the bleflings of the gofpel 
are as extenfive as the call. Is it rational to fup- 
pofe that all mankind fhould be called upon, 
exhorted and perfuaded to believe and embrace 
the Saviour, if only a few of them were ever 
to be partakers of the blefling ? Would it 
not be trifling with the poor, unhappy wretches, 
and neither more nor lefs.than calling upon 
them to believe a falfhood:? 

Let us then turn from thefe contradictory, 
incoherent traditions, to the pure, unerring 
fource of information ; the whole of which fa- 
cred. teftimony tends to illuftrate this grand 
truth, that the grace of our Lord Jefus Chriit 
fhall be as extenfive as the fall of Adam. Hence 
the apoftle to the Romans, in his 5th chapter, 
thus fpeaks, Therefore, as by the offence of one, sudg- 
ment came upon all. men to condemnation : even fo, 
by the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came upon 
all men to jujftifcation of life. The manner in 
which the apottle fpeaks, after mentioning the 
condemnation by the fall, is worthy of our at- 
tention ; he fays, even /o, that is, exadily fo, as 
univerfally fo, came the free gift upon all men to 
Suftification of life. And again, As in Adam all 
die, even fo in Chrif? fhall ali be made aiive-—We 
might go on to iluftrate, by very many itriking 
portions of {cripture, this glorious truth : nor: 
will the blindnefs and perverfenefs of mankind 
ever fruftrate the gracious defigns of the ever- 
blefled God, who hath promifed, in the difpenfa- 
tion of the fulnefs of times to gather together, in one, 
all things in Chrift, both which are in beaven, nt 
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which are ot earth. And this glorious truth, 
the final reftitution of all things, is what all 
God’s holy prophets and apotties, directly or in- 
directly, have teftified of, ever fince the world 
began. 

‘Again ;—our Saviour appears as the good 
Shepherd, in not leaving the wretched, the 
blind, and the ignorant of mankind to perith in 
their fins, as appears by many fignificant paf- 
faves of {cripture ; afew of which we {hall now 
take into confideration. 

In the 16th verfe of this chapter, in which. 
our text is recorded, our Saviour, after {peak- 
ing of thofe who were acquainted with his 
voice—who follow him of their own accord, 
directs our attention immediately to the blind, 
the wicked, the ignorant of mankind, who are 
without God, or rather without the knowledge 
of him, and, confequently, without hope in the 
world,—our Saviour, I fay, unqueitionably al- 
luding to fuch characters, fays, Other fheep I have 
which are not of this fold ; them alfo I muft bring, 
that there may be one fold, and one Shepherd.— 
Two important particulars very forcibly ftrike 
the mind in reacing this paflage. ‘The firit is, 
that mankind, in their loft and ruined ftate, are 
here fpoken of as fheep. ‘The prophet Waiah ex- 
prefies the fame idea on this fubject : Al] we like 
fbecp have gone aftray ; we have turned every one 
to his own way, and the Lord laid on him the int- 
guities of us all. In fact, we know of no place 
in the facred volume, where mankind are not 


fpoken of as fheep, either as loft or recovered. 
The 
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The fecond is, in refpect to thefe other fheep : 
Our Saviour does not fay that they follow him ; 
yet ftill aflerts they fhall not be loft ; for thefe 
alfo, {ays he, I pai bring. All this is perfectly 
confiftent with the character of the good Shep- 
herd ; for the Son of Man did not come to deftroy 
men’ s ‘lives, but to fave them. He did not come to 
condemn the world, but that the world through him 
might be faved, And in John, 12th chapter, our 
Saviour thus fpeaks,—/f any man hear my words, 
and believe me not, I judge him not ; for 1 came not 
to sudze the world, but to fave the world. 

From what has been faid, we clearly difcern 
the greatnefs of the grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, manifeited in the gofpel, who will ulti- 
mately fubdue ail things to himfelf, and make them 
willing fubjedts in the day of bis power.” We tee 
the intimate connexion between the human na- 
ture and our Sav! wtned who ts emphatically call- 
ed,—the head of every man, the firfe-born of 
every creature. We iee mercy and truth, in 
the falvation of finners, meeting together,— 
rightecufne/s and peace embracing “cach other-— 
We fee, too, the divinely glorious purpofes of 
God revealed in his word which were decrees 
of grace, mercy, and truth, from everlafting. 

Again ;—our Saviour may be coniidered as 
the good Shepherd, in defeating every device 
which the enemy makes ufe of to deftroy his 
flock. He turns that deftru¢tion, which the en- 
emy would bring upon our nature, upon his 
own head. The 00d Shepherd was made mani- 
felt, to deftroy the work of the devil. 


The 


The foul was made originally pure. Deity 
beheld his own work, and pronounced it very 
good. Indeed, we cannot rationally fuppofe, 
that any thing but good can come from a Being 
who is perfection. Yet, for all-wife and gracious 
purpofes, the enemy was permitted to fow his 
evil tares, his noxious plants, in our nature.— 
But thefe evil propenfities will finally be rooted 
out ; as our Saviour informs us in the 15th 
chapter of Matthew : Every plant which my heavz 
enly Father hath not planted, fhall be rooted up. 
He was made manifeft to deftroy the work of the 
devil, which is fin; and when this is rooted 
up, and wholly deftroyed, the foul muft be as 
pure as when it firit iprang forth from the great 
Fountain of life and intelligence. 

All the reafoning in the world can never 
make the work ot the devil appear to be any 
thing more than fin ; and in the name of that 
God, before whofe prefence we mutt all appear, 
we can declare, that the fouls of men are not 
the work of the devil; that he is not the 
maker of either body, foul, or fpirit. ‘The foul 
of man partakes of the nature of Deity ; it 1s 
a ray of his divinity, and its exiitence has been, 
and mutt neceflarily be, coeval with his own. 
There muft and will be, finally, a feparation be- 
tween the work of God and the work of the 
adveriary ; and this matter is very fully wluf- 
trated in the parable of the wheat and the cuaff. 
The enemy himfelf knows this to be true, and 
{aid to our Saviour, Art thou come hither to tor- 
ment us before the time? For we may well fup- 
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ofe that nothing would be more tormenting to 
fim, than the falvation of that nature which he 
attempted to deftroy. Yes, the God of our life 
will afluredly purify the whole of his purchafed, 
his dear-bought inheritance, from all A/thine/s of 
and fpirit. 

Iter get which our heavenly Father has not 
planted Jfhall be rooted up. And how glorious, 
how worthy of himfelf, in this view, appears 
the character of God. He knows how to dif- 
tinguifh between the deceiver and the deceived. 
Would he fuffer that infernal foe to lead away, 
by his fubtle devices, thofe beings which he 
made fubject to vanity, which he made too for 
his own glory, and their eternal good, that the 
adverfary might have the malicious fatisfaction 
of tormenting them forever, and triumphing 
over the Saviour of the world? Alas !—for us, 
we are ready to break out in the language of the 

apoltle, and fay, We have not fo learned Chrift. 
But, perhaps, fome one will fay, * Are not 
mankind punifhed at all for their difobedience !”’ 
Mott certainly.—The evil confequences, refulting 
from the habitual indulgence in fin, while mans 
kind are under the influence of the adverfary, 
are feverely experienced by every wretched and 
miferable finner, God knows. The way of ftn is 
indeed a hard and rough way, and all its paths 
tend to mifery and defpair. And mankind, 
while they are thus led away by the adverfary, 
are fpoken of as children of wrath, children 
of the devil—Ve are of ‘your father the devil. 
Hence he is called the god of this world, &.— 
K 6 How 
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‘* How is it,’”? perhaps fome one may fay, “ the 
devil is called the father of the wicked, the god 
of this world, &c. does he not own them ?” No, 
certainly ; it is only {poken in this way, becaufe 
mankind are under his influence. ‘The adver- 
fary would be glad to have it fo, no doubt ; but, 
though he is called the god of this world, he 
does not own it, becaufe the earth is the Lord’s, 
and the fulnefs thereof. 

Again: our Saviour makes himfelf known as the 
good Shepherd, in purifying and making fit forthe 
enjoyment of uninterrupted felicity in the king-. 
dom of heaven, his loved, his ranfomed inherit- 
ance ; where, clothed in the brilliant robe of his 
righteoufneis, they fhall fhine like ftars forever. 
Hence the fpirit of God frequently makes ufe of 
the very ftriking and beautiful figure of fire, to 
convey to our minds fomething of his glorious 
defign, in ultimately bringing forth the work of 
his hands like gold feven times purified. Our 
God himfelf is called a confuming fire ; that is, 
to deftroy every thing which is deftructive to the 
foul, but not the foul itfelf. The work of the 
devil, which is fin, is the object of his deftruction. 
If the foul were to be defiroyed, it is evident 
that the Deity would deftroy his own work, 
which fentiment we think cannot be vindicated 
by a fingle paflage throughout the facred oracles. 
It is faid in Malachi, that He /hall fit upon the 
people as a refiner’s fire, which 1s certainly made 
ufe of to purify, rather than deftroy the pure 
gold.— Again, we learn the purifying eflicacy of 
this figure in its being called a baptifm of fire. 

Baptifm, 
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Baptifm, we all know, is intended to convey an 
idea of the purification of the foul. The Sa- 
viour, fays St. John, fhall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghoit and with fire. This agrees with an- 
other very fignificant paflage of {cripture, where 
we are told, that The fire fhall try every man’s 
cork of what fort foever it is. If any man’s work 
fhould be burnt, he fhould fuffer lofs, though he hime 
jelf fhall be faved, though it be as by fires 

It is truly aftonifhing that mankind in general 
are fo grofsly ignorant of thefe plain {cripture 
truths, which it feems like an impoflibility not 
to notice. Mankind can eafily underitand thefe 
things as relating to the concerns of this world. 
They know that there is not a refiner upon 
earth who intends to deftroy the pure gold with 
the drofs. Afk the hufbandman, if, in harveft 
time, he intend to burn up the pure wheat with 
the chaff? Afk a phyfician, who was attempt- 
ing to deftroy fome obftinate difeafe, if it was 
not his defign to deftroy the patient with it -— 
Surely fuch queftions would be confidered as very 
foolifh. Now, if mankind underfitand the natu- 
ral meaning of thefe things, how is it that they 
are fo aftonifhingly ignorant of their {piritual 
meaning ? ‘The great Refiner is reprefented as 
deftroying the pure metal as much as the drofs, 
in the deftruction of the foul; for the moft 
wicked man in creation, confidered in refpect to 
foul, body, and fpirit, is the work of God. To 
affert the contrary, is giving the lie direct to our 
God, and impious blafphemy. ‘The great Phyfi- 
cian is fpoken of as deftroying the patient r 
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much as the difeafe. The abfurdity of fuch fen- 
timents muft appear plain to every calm and ra- 
tional obferver : Indeed they would to the gene- 
rality of mankind, were they not carried away 
by an ungovernable {pirit of prejudice and fuper- 
ftition. ‘Lhe veil is ftill upon their hearts, which 
may God, in his infinite mercy, remove, that 
they may behoid the Saviour in his true charac- 
ter, as the life of the world. 

We now come to take into confideration the 
fecond. head of our fubje¢t—on which, for brev- 
ity’s fake, we fhall make but few obfervations, © 
And firft ;—in the 23d chapter of Jeremiah, we 
have fomething immediately tothe purpofe. Woe 
be unio the pafiors thai deftroy and fcatier the fheep 
af my pafture. Therefore thus faith the Lord God 
of Ifrael, againjt the paftors who feed my people, 
Ve have fcattered my flock, and driven them away, 
and have not vifited them ; behold, f will viftt up- 
on you ithe evil of your doings, faith the Lord.— 
And again, inthe soth chapter of this book, and 
6th verfe, My people have been loft freep 5 their 
Joepherds have caufed them to go affray, they have 
turned them away on the mountains : they bave gone 
from mountain to bill, they have forgatien their reft- 
ing-place. From thefe and a great number of 
paflages of the fame import it is evident, that. 
mankind, inftead of being led to the only proper 
object of their love and adoration, have too gen- 
erally been led from him by their teachers’ iub- 
ftituting, for his voice, their own notions and: 
traditions. They keep back the words of the 
Lord, and fay, “ He thus faith” ;, when in fact it 
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is only the fuggeftion of their corrupted imagin- 
ations. ‘lhe way of peace they have not known, 
confequently, Their mouths are full of curfing and 
bitternefs ; mifery and deftruction are in their paths. 
They not only keep back the words of the Lord, 
but make themfelves the objects of that affeétion, 
among the people, which is due to God alone.— 
Oh, that teachers of this kind would, like St. Paul, 
difcover a little more humility, and check thefe 
miftaken notions, by leading people of this de- 
fcription to the One only good, the Lover of 
their fouls, the Saviour of the world ! 

To be thus loved and efteemed is no doubt 
plealing to the human heart, and, in a certain de- 
gree, it is laudable and right ; but a faithful 
preacher of the gofpel would lead the minds of 
thofe, who were too much taken up with the 
creature,to the faithful Creator ;—he would lead 
them to their refting-place, as it is exprefled by 
the prophet jeremiah, though undoubtedly al- 
luding to our Saviour God, becaufe he is indeed 
and in truth the reiting-nlace ; He who believes in 
him enters into reft, &c. 

That faithful fervant of God, the apoftie Paul, 
we find, corrected thefe miftaken notions of the 
people ; for when they would have given way to 
this weaknefs of their nature, we are told, he ran 
in among the people and cried out, See thou do it 
net. As though he had faid, * Why do you 
venerate my character ¢ | am not your Saviour ; 
fam only an inftrument of communicating to 
you the knowledge of that grace wherein ye 
ftand ; turn, then, I befeech you, to the Lord ; 


K 2 


| 
| 
| 


“§ THE BEREAN. 


he only is worthy of your love and admira- 
tion.” 

We fhall now conclude with a few obferva- 
tions. From the preceding fubjeét, we fee the 
neceflity of conftant application to the lively ora- 
cles of truth. Search the fcriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life, and thefe are they 
which teftify of me. The Bereans were more noble 
than thofe of Theffalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readinefs of heart, and fearched the 
feriptures daily to fee if thefe things were fo. Let 
us then henceforth cordially liften to the voice 
of our Saviour God, fully perfuaded that the 
words which he [pake, are the words of everlafting 
iife-—Let us, evermore, view him in his own 
endearing character, as the God of peace, whofe 
thoughts from everlafting were thoughts of peace ; 
who hath made peace by the blood of the crofs 5 wha 
fent bis angels to proclaim peace on earth and good 
will men —When we have thus confulted the 
lively oracles, we fhall find that they all teftify 
of jefus, the fecond Adam, ¢Je Saviour of the 
world. Then fhall each of us be enabled to 
adopt the language of Simeon, and fay, Now, 
Lord, letie/P thou thy fervent depart in peace, accords 
ing ta thy word, for mine cyes have feen thy falvation. 

Oh ! ye fincere inguirers after truth ! ye hon- 
eft, fufceptible fouls, who have been all your life. 
time liftening to yea, yea, and nay, nay! liften, 
we befeech you, henceforth to the voice of God. 
Turn from thefe broken cilterns ‘to the pure 
Fountain of living water. Turn to your /roag 
bold, ye prifoners of hope; to the fure — 
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place of all generations. Heaven and earth are not 
more oppofite than the voice of God and the - 
voice of men. No wonder that you have 
thought fo little of your heavenly Father. Your 
minds have. been led from the Source of all con- 
folation, from your kind and bounteous Benefac- 
tor, by your inftructors’ fubftituting for doctrine 
the traditions of men. Neither they themfelves 
keep the law, but defire to have you circumcifed, that 
they may glory in your flefh. They bind heavy bur- 
dens grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s 
fboulders ; but they themfelves will not touch them 
with one of their fingers. 

In contradiftinction to thefe characters, who 
bind heavy burdens, the good Shepherd fpeaks 
of his fervice as perfect treedom. My yoke is 
eafy, my burden light. Wence he calls on all the 
ends of the earth to look unto him. May thefe 
glorious profpects of grace and falvation incline 
your hearts to liften to his voice. ‘* When you 
have thus beheld the greatnefs of his grace, your 
ears will indeed be fickened to every found,— 
your eye to every object, and your heart to ev- 
ery enjoyment, wherein the blood of Jefus, the 
riches and the greatnefs of his falvation are not 
made manifeft.” 

From this view of the grace of God, your 
gratefully affected hearts will be irrefiftibly im- 
pelled to pour forth never-ceafing fongs of grat- 
itude and praifs. You will then contemplate 
your Creator with fenfations which you never 
before experienced. While you had your con- 
verfation according to this world, you reflected 
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on your Creator with trembling apprehenfion ; 
you will now behold him as the God of love, 
yea, as love in the abftract, on which mercy is 
built up: forever. | 

_ This will naturally incline your hearts to be- 
hold, with the moft tender regard, your breth- 
ren of the human race; you will behold them 
as the purchafe of your Saviour’s blood’ And 
if their hearts are fo far led away by the arch- 
deceiver,.as that they are wholly infenfible, and 
turn a deaf ear on all the gracious calls and 


promifes of the gofpel, the confident aflurance — 


that they fhall be made willing in the day of his 
power, that they /hall come unto him with weep- 


ing, and be afbamed and confounded for all which 


they have done,—that, through the almighty pow- 


er and grace of God, the face of the covering /hall 
be taken: away from all people, and the veil from 


all nations,—that all mankind fhall confequently be- 
hold the Saviour as he really is, the life of the 
world, who, as the juft God and tne Saviour, 
fhall wipe away tears from off all faces ;—the con- 
fident aflurance of all this, we fay, will be an 
everlafting fource of confoiation to the fufcep- 
tible bofom of humanity, which has an affection- 
ate concern for the happinefs. of mankind.. 

_ That we may evermore believe thefe glorious 
truths of the gofpel, and be always ready to give 
to every mana reafon of the hope which is in us ; 
Jet us throw afide every weight, and the fins 
which moft eafily befet us, and be ever found 
looking only unto Jefus, the Author and Fin- 
ifher of our faith. Which may God of his 
infinite mercy grant, for Chrift’s fake. 
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Genesis ii. 17. But of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil thou fhalt not eat of it, for in 
the day thou eateft thereof thou foalt furely die ; OY, 
dying thou fbhuit die, as in the margin. 

When we confider the character of Him who 
fpeaks, and of him fpoken to, in this paflage,— 
that it is no lef than the infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable Creator of all things vifible and in- 
vilible, {peaking to the man whom he had juft 
been forming of the duit of the ground, and was: 
then placing in a ftate properly calculated to af- 
ford him all the pleafure and delight he was then 
capable of enjoying, and giving Lim a command, 
the breach of which would fubject him to imme- 
diate death ;—I fay, when we confider thefe 
things, the fubject appears of great importance, 
at leaft to him to whom it was fpoken. But 
when we confider that not only ourfelves, but all 
mankind, were confidered in him here fpoken to, 
and that what he faith unto him he faith unto all, 
as created in and defcendants from him, then it 
appears of infinite importance ;_ efpecially when 
we confider the nature of the death annexed to 
this tranfgreflion, that it is not a temporal death, 
which feparates the foul from the body, nor anni- 
hilation of the foul, but dying thou fhalt die, faith 
the text, or, continue dying ;—i. e. as when he. 
was made, he was made in pofleflion of life, or 
happine{s, (which we conceive to: be fynonimous) 
fo, by his difobedience,. he forfeited lite, and mer- 
ited death ; for the wages of fim is death, Where- 
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fore, as by one man fin entered into the world, and 
death by fin ; and fo death paffed upon all men, for 
that all have finned. Romans v. 12 ;—and verfe 14, 
we are told, Death reigned over them who had not 
finned after the fimilitude of Adam’s tranfgreffion. 
By which it appears, that we are confidered tranf- 
greflors of God’s law, whether we ever actually 
difobey his law, as Adam did, or not ;—we being 
the ofispring of rebellious parents, are confidered 
in the fame chara@er. St. Paul fays, the law en- 
tered that the offence might abound ; 1. e. the law 
particularly defcribes thofe actions of our lives 
which are confidered tranfgreflions of God’s com- 
mand, and thofe duties he requires of us. | 

Thus we fee, that by the deeds of the law no 
flefh living can be juftified ; for, if there had 
been a law given which sauld have given life, then 

verily righteoufnefs would have been by that 
law. But there was not, for this plain reafon ;— 
by the firit tranfgreflion, lite was forfeited ; for, 
faith God to Adam, in the day thou eaie/t pou fhalt 
furely die. So that, if we thould yield perfect 
theltalnes to the live, we could not obtain or re- 
trieve the life we have forfeited. 

Some one perhaps may afk, (as the difciples of 
the Saviour did) with amazement, ‘* Who then 
can be faved?” The Saviour fhall anfwer this 
queftion ;—With men it is impoffible, but with God 
all things are pofible ; for though the firft Adam 
had not power to take his life again, after he had 
once laid it down, yet the fecond Adam, who is 
the Lord from heaven, had ; for, faid he, J have 
power to lay down my life, and I have power mi 
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take it again ;—As in Adam all die, fo in Chrift 
fball all be made alive; i. e. as every human 
being was created in the firft Adam, and became 
finners in confequence of his tranfgreflion, in the 
eye of the divine law, before they were brought 
into actual exiftence, or received their natural 
lite ; fo, every human being was created anew in 
Chrift Jefus, the fecond Adam, and became right- 
eous in confequence of his obedience to the di- 
vine law, in the eye of {trict juftice, before they 
had any knowledge of himor their own finful char- 
acters. And as the Being who created man firft 
in his own image, fuftains three characters, viz. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; fo thefe three are 
engaged in their reftoration to life, each having 
their proper work. 

The invifible Being, who fuftains the character 
of Father, is reprefented in the fcriptures, as fend- 
ing, or coming, in the character of the Son, to 
give himfelf a ranfom for the finful fons of Adam 
the firft ; to redeem them from the death which 
was the wages of their fins. ‘Lhe Son promifed his 
difciples that he would fend the Holy Ghoft, whom 
he calis the Comforter, becaufe what he fhould com- 
municate to them fhould be calculated to give 
them comfort,—J%r, fays he, he fhall reprove the 
world of fin, of righteoufnefs and of judgment ; 1. e. 
he fhall convince them that they are finners by 
nature, and juftly condemned by his holy law ; 
—fecondly, he fhall reprove, or convince them of 
righteouinefs ; i. e. he fhall fhew them that 
through his obedience, they are righteous ;— 
thirdly, he fhall reprove them of judgment 

Why 
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Why? Becaufe the prince of this world is judg- 
ed: 1.e. he fhall fhew them what he meant when 
he faid, Now is the judgment of this world ; now 
foall the prince of this world be caft out ; and I, if 
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me; 1. e. as he came to faee the world, it was 
neceflary that they fhould be reproved of tran. 
erefling God’s law, and judged or fentenced to 
death by it; and as he came not to die for the 
fins of angels, the prince of this world being one 
of them, he muft be caft out; that as the fins of 
the world originated trom him: and that fin pro- 
duced death as Jetus was about to deitroy 
death, and him that had its power, it was necefs 
fary to feparate between them he came to fave, 
and him he came to de f{troy. 

But, though the manifeitation of this is the 
work of the Holy Ghoit, he did not fay he 
fhould communicate this comfortable truth to all 
the world at once ;-—this would be impoflible in 
the nature of things. Nor did he limit this work 
to any particular time or times : ; no, nor even to 
the age of fim ifelf. He hath faid, All foall be 
taught of God, and all fhall know Him; whom to 
know is life eternal. But he hath not told us, as 
fome of his miftaken children have, that “ if we 
do not know him to-day, that to-morrow will be 
too late ;” no, He that believeth will not make 

bafle. For though we fee not al men brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, yet we fee jelus 
to whom every ‘knbe fhall bow, and whom every 
tengue fhall coniefs to be Lord. 
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